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CAMP NORMAN

hat was to becoime a rustic,
lﬂdgu‘—xl}']r home was
dubbed aftectionately “Camp

Morman” for the gentleman who con-

ceived of this retreat. Norm Garrity
believes it was one of his children
who characterized this getaway as

such. From their youthful perspective,

they sensed from the way Norm talked

about his F'tl.uh tor this H1‘|L'-.'i:'|l p].'u'l.‘ that

this was g:aing to be iis ]‘l|:|':'§_5r:JLI|]Ll.

While Norm accepted his family’s referral to
this mountain property as Camp MNorman,
having the name crafted n foot high letters
on the gate was another matter. Norm
relented when the architect convineed him it
would be tastefully and artistically executed.
A sculptural metal artist would umfy the
indoor and outdoor metal details and blend

them with the natural landscape,

[t was another artist who had ume while
waiting between projects at the house—and
could not sit creatively still—who conceived
the Camp Norman logo in the Game Room.
And so... Camp Norman became literally

etched into the character of the home.

The camp 1idea p.-rrm-:.m-d NoL just the aes-
thetics of the home, as those who participat-
ed in making the idea of Camp Norman a
reality came to discover. For a number of
individuals, working at Camp Norman tested
their skill, int;-;ru-:.- and determination to

complete a project that reflected their high

est standards. It was a place where many
mvolved succeeded in achieving firsts in their

carcer—their own merit badges.




ANGLING FOR A DREAM

With the thought of retirement in the not so
distant future, Norman Garrity began to day-
dream of fishing...remembering his expedi
tions to Canada with his son Dave and some-
times his whole family. He imagined having
his own rustic style lodge in the mountaims

by a lake. He was open to the possibilities.

He continued in his daily corporate job; read
magazines about homes, tore out pages of
ideas he liked. He created files on everything
from landscaping and fireplaces to construc-
tion materials. He did this tor a decade, fill-

mg three hiling cabinets.

Cin a plane trip, Norm ended up having a
conversation with a gentleman who told him
e was going to retire soon and that he had

tound the perfect place to spend those later

vears af life. His wife, however, did not
approve because she felt there was nothing
there for her.. like shopping. Curious, Norm
ingquired about this perfect place. Lake

Toxaway, Morth Carolina, was the I'-.'pl‘_-'.

While on a scheduled trip to Duke Medical
in Durham in the summer of 1994, Norm
and Mary Lou decided on an excursion to
visit Lake Toxaway, Winslow Jones, a sales
representative for The Lake Toxaway

Clompany, gave them the tour,

Morm hked what he saw: lots of wilderness

and a lake filled with fish. A sense of fecling
away from it all, yet not so tar away from civ
ilization. A house became available. The

offer to purchase the home was made in late
August of 1994, accepted Seprember 1, 1994
and closed on October 17, 1994, The sale

price was 3355 (00 At that time, according

to Winslow Jones, everyone was shocked at the

price paid for the home.

While the site was ideal, the house was not at
all what Morm had been ﬂ.l}'dl‘-.‘:t:ﬂ'li.ll; about,
In October of 1995 the structure was torn
down. A point of interest is the island in front
of the property. This piece of land was planned
to be the signature golf hole for Lake Toxaway
Golf Course by the course architect. The
developer, Reg Heinitsh, would not allow the
architect to take a lake lot for this purpose.
After several arguments, he fired the archirect
and finished the course himself; allowing this

piece of property for residential development.

MNow, being a Lake Toxaway property owner,
Norm and his son began taking long weekends
or week long fishing trips to the lake, staying at

the Grevstone Inn or cabins in the area.




THE ARCHITECT HOOKS

Architect Bruce Johnson of Biltmore Forest
in Asheville began the process by interviews-
ing Norm and Mary Lou separately

January 2001,

He wanted to see what each was looking for
in this fishing lodge. The consensus was: a
6,000 square foot getaway for Spring and Fall
with a three car garage and a boathouse, It
needed to have a rustic fish-camp feel. They
wanted a home that would be bold but holis-
tically integrated within the site. A mixture
of natural materials was called for: large logs,
bark siding, cedar shakes, rugged boulders.
The design and material were to give the
feeling as if the house germinated and took

shape our of the site.

Maximizing the view of the lake from inside
the home was essenuial. Equally important
was to define the character of the space with

massive log columns and beams.,

bBruce completed the final design In June
2001, During the summer he worked on the
construction drawings. By November 2001

work began on NMorm's fishing lodge site.

Bruce agreed to be retained as project man-

AL, [hmughnul the construction Process he

INTO THE DREAM

worked collaboratively with the builder Steve

Rogers in solving the many construction and

design puzzles that confronted them.

“He kept us on track as to what we wanted, what
we asked for from the very beginning.”

MORM GARRITY




